
eRFQ Evaluation, Award and Contract Terms 
 
1. eRFQ Evaluation 

All timely responses will be evaluated in accordance with the following steps.  The objective of the 
evaluation process is to identify the most competitive bid.  Once the evaluation process has been 
completed, the apparent successful supplier(s) will be required to enter into discussions with the 
State Entity to resolve any exceptions to the State Entity’s contract.  The State Entity will announce 
the results of the “Public Award Announcement” section of the Event Instructions. 

 
1.1. Administrative/Preliminary Review 

First, the responses will be reviewed by the Issuing Officer to determine compliance 
with the following requirements:  

1. Response was submitted by deadline  
2. Response is complete and contains all required documents  
 

1.2. Evaluating Bid Factors  
If the supplier’s response passes the Administrative/Preliminary Review, the supplier’s 
responses to the Event requirements will be evaluated.  Responses to mandatory requirements 
will be evaluated on a pass/fail basis.  If a response fails to meet a mandatory requirement, the 
State Entity will determine if the deviation is material.  A material deviation will be cause for 
rejection of the response.  An immaterial deviation will be processed as if no deviation had 
occurred.   
 

1.3. Evaluating Cost 
The State Entity may utilize lowest cost, lowest total cost, and total cost of ownership (TCO) or 
greatest savings to determine the most competitive pricing.  Submitted pricing may be 
evaluated/scored on an overall basis or at the category/subcategory/line level (as applicable) 
relative to other responses/bids. 
   

1.4. Georgia Enterprises for Products and Services (GEPS) 
In the event the issuing officer has received a response from GEPS, the issuing officer must 
factor in a price preference of eight percent (8%) for purposes of cost evaluation.  The price 
preference of 8% has been approved by DOAS in accordance with the State Use Law set forth 
at O.C.G.A. 50-5-135 et seq., which is intended to create opportunities for disabled persons 
employed by community-based rehabilitation programs and training centers that are certified by 
the State Use Council.  To implement the price preference, the issuing officer must lower 
GEPS’ price by 8% when comparing GEPS’ price with any other supplier’s response.  However, 
in the event GEPS wins the contract award, GEPS must be paid at its actual bid price. 

 
1.5. Georgia Based Business/Reciprocal Preference Law O.C.G.A. §50-5-60(b) 

For the purposes of evaluation only, suppliers resident in the State of Georgia will be granted 
the same preference over suppliers resident in another state in the same manner, on the same 
basis, and to the same extent that preference is granted in awarding bids for the same goods or 
services by such other state to suppliers resident therein over suppliers resident in the State of 
Georgia.  NOTE:  For the purposes of this law, the definition of a resident supplier is a supplier 
who is domiciled in the State of Georgia.   
 



2. Selection and Award 
The State Entity reserves the right to: (a) waive minor irregularities, variances or non-material defects 
in a response; (b) reject any and all responses, in whole or in part; (c) request clarifications from 
suppliers; (d) request resubmissions from all suppliers; and (e) take any other action as permitted by 
law. 
 
Any contract award resulting from the eRFQ will be made to the lowest, responsive and responsible 
supplier meeting all specifications and with whom the State Entity has reached agreement on all 
contract terms and conditions. 

 
3. Contract Terms and Conditions 

The contract that the State Entity expects to award as a result of this eRFQ will be based upon the 
eRFQ, the successful supplier’s final response as accepted by the State Entity and the contract terms 
and conditions, which terms and conditions can be downloaded from the Sourcing Event.  The 
“successful supplier’s final response as accepted by the State Entity” shall mean: the response 
submitted by the awarded supplier, written clarifications, and any other terms deemed necessary by 
the State Entity, except that no objection or amendment by a supplier to the eRFQ requirements or 
the contract terms and conditions shall be incorporated by reference into the contract unless the State 
Entity has explicitly accepted the supplier’s objection or amendment in writing.   
 
3.1  Standard Contract Terms 

Please review the State Entity’s contract terms and conditions prior to submitting a response to 
this eRFQ.  Suppliers should plan on the contract terms and conditions contained in this eRFQ 
being included in any award as a result of this eRFQ.  Therefore, all costs associated with 
complying with these requirements should be included in any pricing quoted by the suppliers. 
The contract terms and conditions may be supplemented or revised before contract execution 
and are provided to enable suppliers to better evaluate the costs associated with the eRFQ and 
the potential resulting contract.   

 
3.2 Exceptions to Contract  

By submitting a response, each supplier acknowledges its acceptance of the eRFQ 
specifications and the contract terms and conditions without change except as otherwise 
expressly stated in the submitted proposal.  If a supplier takes exception to a contract provision, 
the supplier must state the reason for the exception and state the specific contract language it 
proposes to include in place of the provision.  Any exceptions to the contract must be uploaded 
and submitted as an attachment to the supplier’s response.  Proposed exceptions must not 
conflict with or attempt to preempt mandatory requirements specified in the eRFQ.  
 
In the event the supplier is selected for potential award, the supplier will be required to enter 
into discussions with the State Entity to resolve any contractual differences before an award is 
made.  These discussions are to be finalized and all exceptions resolved within the period of 
time identified in the schedule of events.  Failure to resolve any contractual issues will lead to 
rejection of the supplier’s response.  The State Entity reserves the right to proceed to 
discussions with the next best ranked supplier. 

 
The State Entity reserves the right to modify the contract to be consistent with the apparent 
successful offer, and to negotiate other modifications with the apparent successful supplier.  
Exceptions that materially change the terms or the requirements of the eRFQ may be deemed 
non-responsive by the State Entity, in its sole discretion, and rejected.  Contract exceptions 
which grant the supplier an impermissible competitive advantage, as determined by the State 



Entity, in its sole discretion, will be rejected.  If there is any question whether a particular 
contract exception would be permissible, the supplier is strongly encouraged to inquire via 
written question submitted to the Issuing Officer prior to the deadline for submitting written 
questions as defined by the Schedule of Events. 


